
NGO PARTNERS ADMITTED TO ASSOCIATE STATUS 

INDIVIDUAL FACT SHEETS 

(For further information on NGO partners’ aims, activities and other matters, please go to the 
website: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/member-states/ngos-and-foundations/) 

 
Associate status – No. 1  

AGENCY OF FRANCOPHONIE UNIVERSITIES (AUF) 

Established in: 1990 Headquarters: Montreal (Quebec), Canada 

Previous status: Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1997 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

AUF is a valued partner in our activities in higher education because it provides 
support both for conceptual work and for implementation. The Agency was a 
member of the International Committee for the Follow-up to the World Conference 
on Higher Education, the main role of which is to advise the UNESCO Secretariat 
on projects and activities to be undertaken to follow up guidelines of the 1998 
WCHE. AUF is a full member of the Steering Committee of the Global Initiative for 
Quality Assurance Capacity (GIQAC) – a three-year UNESCO/World Bank 
programme to build capacity in quality assurance in higher education. As a member 
of the UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher Education, AUF has 
provided valuable input to that body’s meetings (2003 and 2005). It also supported 
the preparations for the 2005 World Conference on Higher Education. AUF is an 
active partner of some UNESCO Chairs and the UNITWIN network (University 
Twinning and Networking Programme). Lastly, AUF is providing a platform for 
distance learning for specialists working in relevant ministries, featuring courses 
offered by the Pôle de Dakar (a service to African countries and their partners at all 
elaboration stages and education policy formulation stages, under the auspices of 
France and UNESCO Dakar).  
AUF was a key partner in preparations for the 2009 World Conference on Higher 
Education generally and, in particular, for the round table on higher education in 
Africa. AUF is a member of the UNESCO/ADEA Task Force, established on the 
initiative of UNESCO to organize the proceedings of the WCHE round table and to 
contribute to the implementation of the recommendations made on that occasion. 
AUF, UNESCO and the Association of Commonwealth Universities provided the 
impetus for the establishment of the Pan-African Institute of University Governance, 
which was announced at the 2009 conference. AUF is a member of the Steering 
Committee of Global Initiative for Quality Assurance Capacity, a UNESCO/World 
Bank joint programme. 

 
Associate status – No. 2  

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

Established in: 1961 Headquarters: London, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1995 (reclassified in 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Amnesty works with UNESCO in the field of freedom of expression. For instance, in 
2011, UNESCO and Amnesty launched jointly the practical human-rights guide for 
schools and bookshops. In 2006, the regional bureau of Amnesty in Mongolia 
translated and promoted the practical guide for journalists published jointly by 
Reporters without Borders and UNESCO, which endeavours to defend both press 
freedom and journalists’ safety. After a lecture delivered by a member of Amnesty, 
the Organization distributed the guide to television channels, radio stations, 
newspapers, journalism schools at universities, NGOs representing the media and 
Internet access providers. The Human Rights and Gender Equality Section has 
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worked regularly with AI in organizing the World Forum on Human Rights that is 
held in Nantes once every two years. Cooperation with the organization, which has 
a solid international reputation, should be further developed.  

 
Associate status – No. 3  

ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE DE LA JEUNESSE (AMJ) 
WORLD ASSEMBLY OF YOUTH (WAY) 

Established in: 1949 Headquarters:  Melaka, Malaysia  

Previous status: Operational relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

WAY carries out many field activities, workshops and training seminars, with 
emphasis on UNESCO’s priority groups, and thus contributes regularly to 
UNESCO’s youth activities. The World Assembly of Youth attended the seventh 
UNESCO Youth Forum as an observer (October 2011, UNESCO Headquarters, 
Paris). It is a fairly active youth NGO, with which many joint activities could be 
considered in future. 
Furthermore, WAY is a member of the CCNGO/EFA. 

 
Associate status – No. 4  

ASSOCIATION DE L’ASIE ET DU PACIFIQUE SUD  
POUR L’EDUCATION DE BASE ET DES ADULTES 

ASIA SOUTH PACIFIC ASSOCIATION FOR BASIC AND ADULT EDUCATION (ASPBAE) 

Established in: 1964 Headquarters: Mumbai, India 

Previous status: Operational relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1974 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

An organization that is very present in the region it covers, ASPBAE is very active in 
working with regional programmes (Education for All network, cooperation with the 
UNESCO Office in Bangkok, UIL and ED/EFA). 
As such, ASPBAE has worked with the UNESCO New Delhi and UNESCO 
Bangkok offices in coordinating a project entitled “Ensuring the Integration of 
Literacy and Continuing Education in EFA Programmes: Policy Dialogue among 
South Asian Countries.” ASPBAE is a full member of the International Council for 
Adult Education. 
ASPBAE has been an active member of UNESCO’s Collective Consultation of 
NGOs on EFA since 2000 (CCNGO/EFA) and played a key role in bringing regional 
civil society perspectives as well as knowledge and experience on reaching 
marginalized populations, into the EFA partnership and UNESCO’s work in 
education. ASPBAE is also closely involved in the CONFINTEA VI follow-up and in 
activities related to the UNLD. The Secretary General of ASPBAE is also a member 
of the current CCNGO/EFA Ad hoc Group in charge of preparing the 2012 global 
CCNGO/EFA meeting.  

 
Associate status – No. 5  

ASSOCIATION DES UNIVERSITÉS AFRICAINES (AUA) 
ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES (AAU) 

Established in: 1967 Headquarters: Accra, Ghana 

Previous status: Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1976 (reclassified in 1997) 

2 



Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

AAU is one of the key partners of the Section for Reform, Innovation and Quality 
Assurance in the design and implementation of higher education activities both at 
the global and the regional (Africa) levels. AAU is an implementing partner for the 
UNESCO/World Bank GIQAC programme (Global Initiative for Quality Assurance 
Capacity). AAU is a member of the International Conference Committee set up by 
UNESCO to assist the Secretariat in the conceptualization and preparation of the 
2009 World Conference on Higher Education. The Association has provided 
significant input to the work of the UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher 
Education; to the International Conferences on Quality Assurance in Africa and the 
Global Forum on International Quality Assurance and Accreditation. AAU supported 
the preparation of the Regional Conference on Higher Education in Africa (Dakar, 
November 2008), preparatory to the 2009 World Conference, and is a member of 
the UNESCO/ADEA Task Force assisting UNESCO in preparing the round table on 
the revitalization of African higher education at the 2009 World Conference.  
Finally, AAU participated and provided input to the meetings of the UNESCO/NGO 
Collective Consultation on Higher Education held in 2003 and 2005. AAU is also a 
partner of some UNESCO Chairs established in Africa. It is also an active partner of 
the UNESCO Chair established in Toulouse on applied training in local 
development. The partnership should be further developed within the 
UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme.  
The AAU continues serving on the UNESCO/ADEA Task Force set up in 
preparation for the 2009 WCHE and whose mandate is now to contribute to the 
implementation of recommendations made on that occasion, in particular those 
focusing on higher education in Africa.  
Furthermore, AAU is a member of the CCNGO/EFA. 

 
Associate status – No. 6  

ASSOCIATION DES UNIVERSITES ARABES (AUA) 
ASSOCIATION OF ARAB UNIVERSITIES (AARU) 

Established in: 1964 Headquarters: Amman/Jubeyha, Jordan 

Previous status: Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1974 (reclassification in 1999) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

AARU is a member of the UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher 
Education. In this capacity, the Association has contributed to the follow-up to the 
1998 World Conference on Higher Education, and to the second World Conference 
on Higher Education held by UNESCO in July 2009. It also made substantive 
contributions to the debates organized during the ninth meeting of the Collective 
Consultation on the broad theme “Higher education for the knowledge society: 
UNESCO/NGO partnership in higher education” in 2005. AARU took part in the 
Arab Region Preparatory Conference and in the 2009 WCHE (World Conference on 
Higher Education) debates, contributing the specific perspective of Arab universities 
on the new dynamics of higher education and research for societal change and 
development. Under the Global Initiative for Quality Assurance Capacity in Higher 
Education, AARU cooperates with the Arab Network for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education (ANQAHE) and the African Quality Assurance Network and the 
Association of African Universities (AfriQAN). 
The Association of Arab Universities was represented by its Secretary-General, 
Dr Saleh Hashem, at the UNESCO forum on university rankings held by UNESCO 
in May 2011. Dr Hashem was one of the speakers at the Forum’s Session 2 on 
rankings and their impact on higher education policy and practice – institutional 
perspective. 
Furthermore, AUA is a member of the CCNGO/EFA. 
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Associate status – No. 7  
ASSOCIATION DES UNIVERSITES DU COMMONWEALTH 

ASSOCIATION OF COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES (ACU) 

Established in: 1913 Headquarters: London, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

Previous status: Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1967 (reclassified in 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ACU was represented at UNESCO’s “Academics Across Borders” meeting in 
November 2005, and discussions about this and other initiatives were taken forward 
with the Division for Higher Education of UNESCO. ACU was also represented at 
the UNESCO-NGO Conference in December 2006 and a beneficiary of UNESCO’s 
Participation Programme in 2004-2005 and 2006-2007. A member of ACU staff has 
sat on the Africa Sub-Committee of the Natural Sciences Committee of the United 
Kingdom’s National Commission for UNESCO. That group’s main role has been the 
promotion of UK-Africa HE partnership in S&T. As coordinator of the EC-funded 
CAA-CAAST-Net project on EU-Africa cooperation, the same member of staff has 
informal links to UNESCO’s science policy’s group in Paris, which supports Africa’s 
science implementation plans. ACU collaborates with UNESCO and the Agence 
Universitaire de la Francophonie in developing a programme for good practice in 
university governance in Africa. ACU was, moreover, a participant in the Forum on 
Higher Education, Research and Knowledge and has informal links to the authors of 
the Comparative Analysis of National Research Systems.  
ACU is also a member of the UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher 
Education and has provided valuable input to the planning and implementation of 
UNESCO’s activities in higher education, in particular those focusing on reflection 
and debate on key issues such as reform, innovation, quality assurance and 
mobility. 
The Association of Commonwealth Universities, Agency of Francophonie 
Universities and UNESCO provide the impetus for the establishment of the Pan-
African Institute of University Governance, which was announced at the 2009 
conference by UNESCO, the AUF Chancellor and the ACU Secretary-General. 
Furthermore, ACU is a member of the CCNGO/EFA. 

 
Associate status – No. 8  

ASSOCIATION EUROPEENNE DE L’UNIVERSITE 
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY ASSOCIATION (EUA) 

Established in: 1959 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1967 (reclassified en 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

EUA addresses, at the European level, questions relating to internationalization in 
higher education, quality assurance, research, mobility and new information and 
communication technologies, which are in keeping with UNESCO’s worldwide 
concerns. Its participation in the implementation of higher education programmes is 
essential to the acknowledgment of sensitivities and regional integration. EUA thus 
works closely with UNESCO’s regional bureau in Bucharest – the UNESCO 
European Centre for Higher Education (CEPES) – and is a member of its Advisory 
Board.  
EUA has sat on the World Conference on Higher Education (WCHE) Follow-up 
Committee since its establishment in 1999. It has contributed to the follow-up action 
on the 1998 World Conference and to the organization of the UNESCO Forum on 
Higher Education in the Europe Region, held in May 2009. EUA contributed to the 
process leading to the drafting of the UNESCO/OECD Guidelines for Quality 
Provision in Cross-border Higher Education. The Association was represented at 
the WCHE+5 meeting, the mid-term assessment of progress achieved in 
implementing the 1998 WCHE guidelines. Lastly, EUA is a member of the 
UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher Education and attended the 
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eighth and ninth consultations (2003 and 2005) of this body. 
The European University Association is a valued partner of UNESCO in the 
implementation of higher education activities in Europe. Given its regional 
emphasis, cooperation was mainly with the UNESCO European Centre for Higher 
Education (Bucharest) and focused on a variety of thematic areas. 
Furthermore, EUA is a member of the CCNGO/EFA. 

 
Associate status – No. 9  

ASSOCIATION INTERAMERICAINE DE LA PRESSE 
INTER-AMERICAN PRESS ASSOCIATION (IAPA) 

Established in: 1949 Headquarters: Miami (Florida), Etats-Unis d’Amérique 

Previous status: Consultative relations as a network 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1977 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO has a long term and dynamic relation with IAPA in several initiatives to 
promote freedom of expression and creating enabling environment for independent 
and professional media. UNESCO has through the past six years, in cooperation 
with the IAPA developed policies for program based media assistance. UNESCO 
has been fruitfully cooperating with IAPA which has been regularly invited to take 
part in the annual Conferences organized by UNESCO to celebrate the World 
Press Freedom Day (see UNESCO’s Belgrade, Dakar, Colombo, Medellin and 
Maputo Declarations). In partnership with key international, regional and local 
media NGOs and professional organizations including the IAPA, UNESCO has also 
developed a holistic approach to media development.  
UNESCO has solid working relationships the IAPA that not only serve as 
professional screeners, implementer but also advisors on professional matters 
related to the media sector. This ensures continuation and up links between 
different areas of media development such as law, capacity building of media 
managers, journalism development and peer network promotion.  
It should be also noted that IAPA contributed to the UNESCO organized FEX 
Symposium’s in Paris in January 2011 and in the United Nations Inter-Agency 
Meeting on Safety of Journalists and Issue of Impunity in September 2011. 

 
Associate status – No. 10  

ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DE RADIODIFFUSION (AIR) 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTING (IAB) 

Established in: 1946 Headquarters: Montevideo, Uruguay 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1958 (reclassified in 2002) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO cooperates with IAB, notably in the framework of a regular dialogue on 
community radios and media legislation. Member of the International Freedom of 
Expression Exchange (IFEX) network, IAB is also a member of a group of nine 
major professional media organizations (World Association of Newspapers, 
Commonwealth Press Union, Inter-American Press Association, International 
Association of Broadcasters, International Press Institute, International Federation 
of the Periodical Press, North America Broadcasting Association and Committee to 
Protect Journalists), which has long-standing cooperation with UNESCO. It was 
under the impetus of this group that six of these organizations wrote collectively, in 
1996, to President Clinton and to Prime Minister John Major to invite them to return 
to UNESCO. 
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Associate status – No. 11  
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES UNIVERSITES (AIU) 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITIES (IAU) 

Established in: 1949, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1951 (reclassified in 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

IAU has been a member of the Collective Consultation of NGOs on Education for 
All (CCNGO/EFA) for many years but the Education for All Global Partnerships 
Team at the Education Sector (ED/EFA) has developed closer collaboration with 
IAU during the past two years, in light of the 2008-2011 IAU Higher 
Education/Research for EFA (and the MDGs) Project, the second phase of which 
was launched in September 2011 to run up to 2015. In order to strengthen linkages 
between higher education and EFA, the Director-General invited the President of 
IAU to participate in the 10th meeting of the High-Level Group on EFA (March 
2011, Jomtien, Thailand). IAU was also represented in the 5th meeting of 
UNESCO’s Collective Consultation of NGOs on EFA (CCNGO/EFA) (March 2010, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh) and in the 11th meeting of the Working Group on EFA 
(February 2011, Paris, France). 
IAU is also a member of CCNGO on Higher Education and was presented at the 
UNESCO Global Forum that was established in 2011 to provide guidance on the 
development of CCNGO/EFA activities and to prepare the sixth global 
CCNGO/EFA Meeting planned for summer 2012. 
IAU is an important UNESCO partner in developing and monitoring linkages with 
higher education and research for EFA in the coming years. – IAU is also expected 
to facilitate contacts and cooperation with academia with respect to strengthening 
the knowledge base for EFA, a key element of the EFA coordination reform.  

 
Associate status – No. 12  
ASSOCIATION MONDIALE DES JOURNAUX ET DES EDITEURS DE MEDIAS D’INFORMATION (WAN-

IFRA) 
WORLD ASSOCIATION OF NEWSPAPERS AND NEWS PUBLISHERS (WAN-IFRA) 

Established in: 1948 – WAN and 
IFRA merged in 
2009 

Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1949 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO has a long term and dynamic relation with the WAN-IFRA in creating 
enabling environment for independent and professional media. The objectives are 
to defend and promote freedom of the press and especially economically 
independent press, promote dialogue between media professionals in different 
regions and cultures and finally promote collaboration between different WAN/AMJ 
member organizations at the national, regional and international level.  
UNESCO has through the past six years, in cooperation with the WAN/AMJ 
developed policies for program based media assistance (See UNESCO’s Belgrade, 
Dakar, Colombo, Medellin and Maputo Declarations). UNESCO also co-organized 
a major conference on “New Media – The Press Freedom Dimension” with the 
WAN-IFRA in 2007 and collaborated in the field of literacy which will soon lead to 
the publication of Freedom of Expression toolkit. In partnership with key 
international, regional and local media NGOs and professional organizations 
including the WAN/AMJ, UNESCO has also developed a holistic approach to media 
development.  
Furthermore, UNESCO has solid working relationships the WAN-IFRA that not only 
serve as professional screeners, implementer but also advisors on professional 
matters related to the media sector. This ensures continuation and up links 
between different areas of media development such as law, capacity building of 
media managers, journalism development and peer network promotion. The 
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cooperation was established also in the framework of the International Press 
Freedom Joint Missions f.i. in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, West Africa, etc. It 
should be also noted that the WAN-IFRA participated in the Executive Board of 
UNESCO in 2008 by making a presentation to the NGOs’ Committee. Furthermore, 
UNESCO has been actively supporting WAN-IFRA’s Media Initiatives the last three 
years. It should be also noted that WAN-IFRA contributed to the UNESCO 
organized FEX Symposium’s in Paris in January 2011 and in the UN Inter-Agency 
Meeting on Safety of Journalists and Issue of Impunity in September 2011. 

 
Associate status – No. 13  

ASSOCIATION MONDIALE DES RADIODIFFUSEURS COMMUNAUTAIRES (AMARC) 
WORLD ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY RADIO BROADCASTERS 

Established in: 1983 Headquarters: Montreal (Quebec), Canada 

Previous status: Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1991 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

During the past two years, cooperation between UNESCO and AMARC has been 
important for community radio worldwide. With UNESCO’s support, AMARC 
delivered a workshop to foster codes of practice and integrated resulting 
recommendations in its 2011-2014 AMARC Strategic Plan; organized the World 
Conference of Community Radio Broadcasters in La Plata, Argentina on 8-13 
November 2010 in which 10 media representatives from Africa, Arab States, Asia 
and the Pacific, Eastern Europe and Latin America and the Caribbean participated. 
In collaboration with UNESCO Windhoek, the AMARC Africa regional section 
organized a regional workshop for 13 African countries entitled, “Community 
Radios in African Human Development: Strengthening Networks, Empowering 
Women and Improving Content” and identified tutoring and knowledge-sharing 
mechanisms to strengthen existing community radio networks and radio content, 
which were also integrated in AMARC’s Strategic Plan. AMARC is a long-standing 
UNESCO partner in the celebration of World Press Freedom Day. It participated in 
a worldwide survey initiated by Spain for the commemoration of World Radio Day 
and opened up the survey for the participation of its members in 115 countries. 
AMARC has been actively involved in the implementation of WSIS follow up Action 
Line 9 “Media” acting as the focal point/moderator on community media. AMARC 
also actively participated in UNESCO’s international conference on “Broadcast 
Media and Climate Change” (September 2009) and played a proactive role in 
elaboration and adoption of the Paris Declaration. UNESCO guidelines and tools 
including “Best practices of community media” are available online to AMARC 
members. 

 
Associate status – No. 14  

CARITAS INTERNATIONALIS 

Established in: 1957 Headquarters: Vatican City 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1970 (reclassified in 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

The very large and active network formed by Caritas makes this NGO a partner 
whose potential for operational cooperation leaves much room for further work. 
Following talks between the Director-General and the leaders of CI and Secours 
Catholique (its French branch), a multisectoral action development strategy is being 
worked out. Several Sectors in the Secretariat would like individual operational 
cooperation with CI to be extended beyond the interaction that to date has mostly 
taken place under the collective cooperation arrangements. 
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Associate status – No. 15  
CENTRE SIMON WIESENTHAL (CSW) 
SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTRE (SWC) 

Established in 1977 Headquarters: Los Angeles, United States of America 

Previous status: Consultative relations as a network 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1998 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO and Simon Wiesenthal Centre have been cooperating with each other for 
a long time. Pursuant to 34 C/Resolution 61, entitled “Holocaust remembrance” and 
adopted by the General Conference in 2007, a series of activities have been carried 
out by SWC in cooperation with UNESCO. In 2009, the Director-General 
foreworded “Strategies in Facing Anti-Semitism: An Educational Resource Guide”, 
the SWC/YadVashem teacher’s handbook on anti-Semitism. SWC cooperated in 
the development of a UNESCO webpage on Education for Holocaust 
Remembrance, launched in 2008, and in the production of a CD-ROM, launched in 
2009. In 2010, the Director-General sent a message to participants in the eighth 
annual international conference on “Tolerance and Intolerance in the Modern 
Society” and the second international seminar on the topic of “Lessons of the 
Second World War – Sixty-Five Years Later”, both held jointly in Saint Petersburg, 
Russian Federation, by the State University and Government of Saint Petersburg, 
SWC and its associated educational foundation Verbe et Lumiere-Vigilance. In 
2010, too, UNESCO and SWC organized jointly the sixth annual announcement of 
prize-winners of the Russian literary competition on the Shoah, which was held at 
UNESCO Headquarters. 

 
Associate status – No. 16  

CLUB OF ROME 

Established in: 1968 Headquarters:  Winterthur, Switzerland 

Previous status: Consultative relations as a network 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1992 (reclassified inn 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO and the Club of Rome concluded a cooperation agreement in 1998 to 
strengthen UNESCO’s “intellectual forum” role. The project on generations yet to 
come, entailing messages for the 2050 generations, was supported by UNESCO. 
The joint holding of “University of Night” at the United Nations, brought government 
representatives, development agencies and business leaders together to combat 
poverty. In 2005, UNESCO and the Club of Rome together held a three-day world 
conference on the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) in 
order to build capacities for development. It has contacts with the Analysis and 
Forecasting Unit and several programme sectors. 

 
Associate status – No. 17  

COMITE DE COORDINATION DU SERVICE VOLONTAIRE INTERNATIONAL (CCSVI) 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICE (CCIVS) 

Established in: 1948 Headquarters:  Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 2002) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Cooperation between CCIVS and UNESCO is very strong, owing to collective 
cooperation mechanisms and substantial bilateral projects. It was elected to the 
Liaison Committee for the 2005-2007 and 2007-2009 terms of office and has been 
coordinator and member of the Joint Programme Commission on Youth since its 
establishment in 2005. CCIVS has followed the work of the Collective Consultation 
of NGOs and attended the Regional Conference in Support of Global Literacy held 
in Baku (Azerbaijan) in May 2008. The French version of the BREDA handbook on 
the use of theatre in HIV prevention was tested in Uganda in 2005, and CCIVS 
subsequently compiled an English version in 2006, in cooperation with the Culture 
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Sector. Projects were implemented in Zimbabwe (2003), Kenya (2004) and Ghana 
(2007) with support from the Participation Programme. In 2008, a pilot project was 
established with the World Heritage Centre, mobilizing 150 volunteers on four 
continents. CCIVS participated as an observer in the last two UNESCO Youth 
Forums, held during the General Conference. YSPE cooperated with CCIVS, 
through the Joint Programmatic Commission on Youth, in organizing UNESCO 
activities for International Youth Day in 2006. WHC and CCIVS are collaborating on 
a pilot initiative: “World Heritage Volunteers: Patrimonito rolls up the sleeves” 
directed towards mobilizing and involving youth and youth organizations active in 
the non-formal sector in World Heritage promotion and preservation.  
Following the exchanges initiated by the youth programme, United Nations 
Volunteers (UNV) collaborated with CCIVS and the World Organization of the Scout 
Movement (WOSM) in organizing a seminar on youth volunteering and non-formal 
education, which was held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris on 30 June and 1 
July 2011. 
Furthermore, CCIVS is a member of the Collective Consultation of NGOs on 
Education for All (CCNGO/EFA). 

 
Associate status – No. 18  

COMITE POUR LA PROTECTION DES JOURNALISTES (CPJ) 
COMMITTE TO PROTECT JOUNALISTS (CPJ) 

Established in: 1981 Headquarters:  New York, United States of America 

Previous status : Consultative relations as a network 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1998 (reclassified in 2002) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO has long-term and dynamic relations with the CPJ in several initiatives to 
promote freedom of expression and creating enabling environment for independent 
and professional media. UNESCO has through the past six years, in cooperation 
with the CPJ developed policies for program based media assistance. CPJ has 
been regularly invited to take part in the annual Conferences organized by 
UNESCO to celebrate the World Press Freedom Day (see UNESCO’s Belgrade, 
Dakar, Colombo, Medellin and Maputo Declarations). In partnership with key 
international, regional and local media NGOs and professional organizations 
including the CPJ, UNESCO has also developed a holistic approach to media 
development.  
UNESCO has solid working relationships the CPJ that not only serve as 
professional screeners, implementer but also advisers on professional matters 
related to the media sector. This ensures continuation and up links between 
different areas of media development such as law, capacity building of media 
managers, journalism development and peer network promotion.  
The NGO also contributed to a number of UNESCO organized initiatives f.i. about 
journalists’ safety, freedom of expression in the Internet. The cooperation was 
established also in the framework of the International Press Freedom Joint Missions 
in Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, West Africa, etc. It should be also noted that the CPJ 
contributed to the UNESCO organized FEX Symposium’s in Paris in January 2011 
and in the UN Inter-Agency Meeting on Safety of Journalists and Issue of Impunity 
in September 2011. 
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Associate status – No. 19  
CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL (CJM) 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS (WJC) 

Established in: 1936 Headquarters:  New York, United States of America 

Previous status : Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 1999) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

WJC has close ties with the Organization’s most senior officials, and there are 
undoubtedly significant opportunities to conduct joint activities in areas of interest to 
ED, SHS and CLT. Its various branches, in particular the European Jewish 
Congress, conduct a wide variety of activities. The Jerusalem-based Institute of the 
World Jewish Congress is both a hub of scientific activity and an international 
research and data resource centre on Jewish affairs.  

 
Associate status – No. 20  

CONSEIL ACADEMIQUE DU SYSTEME DES NATIONS UNIES (ACUNS) 
ACADEMIC COUNCIL ON THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM (ACUNS) 

Established in: 1987 Headquarters:  Waterloo (Ontario), Canada 

Previous status : Operational relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 2007 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Participation in UNESCO’s history project. Areas of cooperation have been 
identified with ED, SHS and CLT, in particular on topics such as higher education, 
human rights and cultural dialogue. ACUNS will work closely with those Sectors to 
implement joint activities. A member of ACUNS participated as a panellist in the 
International Forum of Civil Society that was held during the 34th session of the 
General Conference. 

 
Associate status – No. 21  

CONSEIL DES ORGANIZATIONS INTERNATIONALES DES SCIENCES MEDICALES (CIOMS) 
COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES (CIOMS) 

Established in: 1949, by UNESCO Headquarters:  Geneva, Switzerland 

Previous status : Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1961 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

By its Statutes, CIOMS is required to collaborate with the United Nations and its 
specialized agencies, especially UNESCO and WHO. To achieve its objectives, 
CIOMS has initiated and coordinates long-terms programmes. Among them, the 
most relevant for the collaboration with UNESCO is Bioethics, Health Policy and 
Ethics and Human Values- An International Dialogue. 
The current Chairperson of CIOMS, Dr Johaness Van Delden, is a member of the 
international Board of experts for the Assisting Bioethics Committees Program since 
its establishment and has actively collaborated in delineating the program content of 
the trainings as well as a teacher in Ghana and Kenya. 
CIOMS has invited UNESCO to participate in meetings to advance the agenda on 
the application of ethical principles and human rights in clinical, research and 
education settings. 
CIOMS will soon start the revision process of the International Ethical Guidelines for 
Biomedical Research Involving Human Subjects and has made a formal proposal to 
its Board to include UNESCO in the process. 
UNESCO and CIOMS have been invited to present their perspective on the most 
relevant current ethical issues in bioethics, such as research ethics: (i) The CIOMS 
International Panel Discussion in memory of the Professor Zbigniew Bankowski on 
the topic “The implementation of ethical principle in medicine from bench to beside: 
How the physician may integrate the treatment of his patient with science (research 
and ethics)”. This panel took place on November 30 2010 at WHO Headquarters in 
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Geneva, Switzerland. (ii) Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues, 
18-19 May 2011, New York, United States of America. (iii) Conference on the Use of 
Placebos in Clinical Trials, 13-15 July 2011, Sao Paulo, Brazil.  

 
Associate status – No. 22  

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DE LA MUSIQUE (CIM) 
INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COUNCIL (IMC) 

Established in: 1949 Headquarters:  Paris, France 

Previous status : Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1951 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Partnership between IMC and UNESCO has been governed since 2008 by a 
framework agreement for the 2008-2013 period. Activities carried out under that 
agreement included: (i) music as a conflict-resolution tool (2011) – second 
conference (after the conference on music in troubled territories held by IMC in 
October 2008 in Jerusalem, Israel) on the topic of the practice of music in conflict 
countries; (ii) promotion of the diversity of musical expressions in Africa (Cameroon, 
November 2010): (a) African music rostrum: strengthening of the role broadcasting 
organizations (public and community radios) and raising the standing of the African 
continent’s music; (b) Kolatier, the 2010 African music market involving prestige 
events, conference organization and professional exchanges; (iii) establishment of a 
regional music education body (September 2010-October 2011); holding of a 
conference on music education in the light of current cultural processes, organized 
by the Music Councils of the three Americas in August 2011 in Argentina; 
(iv) creative cities: IMC participates in the external panel of evaluation for candidate 
cities of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the field of music; (v) arts 
education: at the invitation of UNESCO to its Category IV congress, the Second 
World Conference on Arts Education (May 2010, Seoul Republic of Korea), IMC 
recommended four experts from different regions (Africa, Europe) to participate. 
Two IMC Board Members also served at the International Advisory Committee for 
the Conference, which assisted UNESCO on the conceptual and organizational 
structure of the Conference. The active engagement of IMC in the Conference has 
contributed to advocating the importance of arts education to the international 
community.  
Furthermore IMC’s World Music Forum (September 2011, Tallinn, Estonia) 
organized a special panel on “Implementing the Seoul Agenda: Goals for the 
development of arts education” as a concrete follow-up to the Conference. 

 
Associate status – No. 23  

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DE LA PHILOSOPHIE ET DES SCIENCES HUMAINES (CIPSH) 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR PHILOSOPHY AND HUMANISTIC STUDIES (ICPHS) 

Established in: 1949, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters:  Paris, France 

Previous status : Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1950 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

During the 2008-2011 period, partnership between UNESCO and ICPHS was 
renewed when a new cooperation framework agreement was signed. Jointly 
conducted activities have since comprised: the design and joint organization of the 
2008 and 2009 World Philosophy Day and high-level regional meetings on 
philosophy education in Asia and the Pacific (2009), Africa (2009), Latin America 
and the Caribbean (2009), the Arab States (2009) and Europe and North America 
(2011); publication of the Spanish version of Philosophy: A School of Freedom, the 
world report on the teaching of philosophy (Mexico City 2011); the conduct of a 
baseline study on classification criteria for international learned publications (2011); 
the conduct of several baseline studies on philosophy research worldwide (2009-
2011); participation in interregional philosophy dialogues held in Hiroshima (2008) 
and Bangkok (2009); finalization of the planned international conference on human 
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sciences (2011); participation in the World Humanities Forum steering committee 
(Busan 2011) and an agreement to publish a selection of such papers in a special 
issue of Diogenes, a journal; organization of two founding meetings under the 
“Césaire, Neruda, Tagore” and “Pathways of Thought” (2009) programmes; 
finalization of the first set of scientific reports on the “Césaire, Neruda, Tagore” 
programme (2010); participation in the Philosophy Olympiad in 2009 (Helsinki), 
2010 (Athens) and 2011 (Vienna). Furthermore, partnership involving Diogenes has 
been strengthened, as the Philosophy Section and the Social and Human Sciences 
Sector have cooperated in the publication of thematic issues. 
The framework agreement between UNESCO and ICPHS, signed in July 2008 
under the Medium-Term Strategy for 2008-2013, was supplemented by a 
UNESCO-ICPHS contract-letter for the 2010-2011 biennium.  

 
Associate status – No. 24  

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL D’EDUCATION DES ADULTES (CIEA) 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ADULT EDUCATION (ICAE) 

Established in: 1973 Headquarters: Montevideo, Uruguay 

Previous status : Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1978 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

The International Council for Adult Education (ICAE) was established at UNESCO’s 
third International Conference on Adult Education in Tokyo en 1972. It participated 
in the Declaration on the right to education for all, adopted at UNESCO’s fourth 
international conference in Paris, and in the drafting of special newsletters on adult 
education preparatory to CONFINTEA V (Hamburg, 1997).  
In ICAE’s journal Convergence, authors were invited, as part of preparations for 
UNESCO conferences on adult education, to write articles on issues such as 
education on the move, education watch on gender, education, nature and change, 
and case studies on adult education. 
ICAE has been an active member of UNESCO’s Collective Consultation of NGOs on 
EFA since 2000 (CCNGO/EFA) and plays a key role in advocating for EFA Goals 3 
and 4 (Youth and Adult Learning and Education as well as Adult literacy), as well as 
for gender equality in education, an important focus of ICAE’s work. A close partner 
of UIL, ICAE is also strongly involved in CONFINTEA VI and its follow-up and in 
activities related to the UNLD. ICAE is also an important and strategic partner as 
founding member and member of the International Council of the World Social 
Forum. The President of ICAE is a member of the current CCNGO/EFA Ad hoc 
Group in charge of preparing the 2012 global CCNGO/EFA meeting. 

 
Associate status – No. 25  

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES ARCHIVES(ICA) 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON ARCHIVES (ICA) 

Established in: 1948, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters:  Paris, France 

Previous status : Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1952 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ICA cooperates with UNESCO in fostering international reflection and debate on 
the challenges of building knowledge societies for the international archival 
community as well as the capacities of information and communication 
professionals to create disseminate and preserve information and knowledge. It is 
particularly active in the creation, preservation and sharing of information as part of 
the overall policy for the safeguard of documentary heritage especially under the 
Memory of the World Programme. 

 

12 



Associate status – No. 26  
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES (ICOMOS) 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES (ICOMOS) 

Established in: 1965 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1966 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ICOMOS is named in the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention as one of the 
three advisory bodies to the World Heritage Committee, along with the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and the International Centre for the Study 
of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Heritage (ICCROM). It is the 
professional and scientific advisor to the Committee on all aspects of cultural 
heritage. As such, ICOMOS is responsible for the evaluation of all nominations of 
cultural properties made to the World Heritage List by States Parties to the World 
Heritage Convention (about 30 nominations per year). ICOMOS also participates in 
the monitoring and conservation of cultural and mixed properties on the World 
Heritage List. ICOMOS also provides services for a number of other culture 
conventions including the 1954 Hague Convention, the 2001 Convention on 
Underwater Cultural Heritage and the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage. The cooperation is outlined through a Framework 
Agreement.  
ICOMOS has been charged with tasks outlined in UNESCO’s Culture Programme 
to support initiatives complementary to those of UNESCO. ICOMOS provides as 
part of the World Heritage Convention of 1972, a technical advisory role for the 
evaluation of nomination dossiers for inscription on the World Heritage List and 
monitoring the state of conservation of cultural properties inscribed on the List. 
ICOMOS has over time effectively cooperated with UNESCO and the World 
Heritage Centre in the process of revising the Operational Guidelines, strategic 
reflection, analysis of Periodic Reports of States Parties. It also cooperated with 
UNESCO on a number of other Conventions including 1954, 2001 and 2003 
Conventions and participated in reflections on other standard setting instruments 
including the 2011 Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape. ICOMOS 
also contributes to public awareness through its ICOMOS-UNESCO Documentation 
Centre.  

 
Associate status – No. 27  

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF MUSEUMS (ICOM) 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES MUSÉES (ICOM) 

Established in: 1946 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1949 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

The partnership between UNESCO and ICOM is governed by a framework 
agreement until 2013. In the 2008-2009 and 2010-2011 biennia, ICOM received 
UNESCO’s support for the management of the UNESCO-ICOM information centre. 
The financial contribution hitherto granted to the ICOM information centre by 
UNESCO could not be renewed for the 2012-2013 biennium. 
Following the recent events in the Arab region, the decision was taken to conduct a 
joint ICOM-UNESCO emergency mission, at the expert meeting convened at the 
request of the Director-General on 15 March 2011. The mission visited Egypt in 
March 2011 to assess the damage to museum collections, immediately after the 
government fell. It was a successful mission, reporting on the situation and 
proposing a strategy of action.  
Similarly, ICOM has been particularly effective in gathering information on the 
museum situation in Haiti following the earthquake of 2010, owing to its increased 
involvement in the International Committee of the Blue Shield. ICOM 
representatives also participated in the first meeting of the International 
Coordination Committee for the Safeguarding of Haitian Cultural Heritage in June 
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2010. In 2010, UNESCO cooperated with ICOM in drawing up an “Emergency Red 
List of Haitian Cultural Objects at Risk”, following the earthquake. 
International Museum Day, held on 18 May each year, was launched by ICOM in 
1977. In conjunction with UNESCO’s field offices, the Museums Section supports 
ICOM in the yearly promotion of International Museum Day. UNESCO’s patronage 
was granted to the European Night of Museums, organized to mark International 
Museum Day. UNESCO participated in that cultural event in 2009, 2010 and 2011.  
ICOM has helped to consolidate the programme of the Museums Section, 
particularly through the promotion and development of museums and museum-
related professions at the international level. UNESCO’s Culture Sector plans to 
cooperate more closely with ICOM, especially in cases of crisis or conflict during 
which cultural heritage is often targeted or threatened by trafficking. 

 
Associate status – No. 28  

INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL SCIENCE COUNCIL (ISSC) 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES SCIENCES SOCIALES (CISS) 

Established in: 1952 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1953 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Since its establishment ISSC has maintained close working relations with UNESCO. 
In the 2002-2007 period, this partnership has been defined by the terms of a 
framework agreement. Under the agreement, ISSC has implemented a range of 
activities that have facilitated communication and the dissemination of information 
among social scientists worldwide; contributed towards capacity-building in the 
social sciences in developing countries; identified and advocated changing priorities 
in social science research; fostered cooperative, interdisciplinary research and 
advocacy; contributed to fostering the role of the social sciences in public policy-
making; lobbied for the social sciences; and increased the efficiency of the use of its 
resources and those of its members.  
UNESCO is benefitting from access to the expertise of a large number of research 
organizations and individual researchers, as well as with natural sciences 
institutions, which is contributing to intersectoral cooperation. The ISSC has become 
less financially dependent on UNESCO in the past biennium. A second Framework 
Agreement between ISSC and UNESCO was signed in 2008; under this general 
Agreement a contract is established every year, spelling out the concrete work to be 
delivered by ISSC contributing to SHS’s work programme. Such activities include 
the regular production of a World Social Science Report, specific research initiatives 
and the organization of a World Social Science Forum.  
In 2009 the ISSC organized, in cooperation with the University in Bergen and the 
Stein Rokkan Center, Bergen, the World Social Science Forum, gathering more 
than 800 participants. UNESCO participated in the plenary sessions organizing and 
participating in side-events. In 2010 the ISSC produced the World Social Science 
Report “Knowledge Divides” under co-publication agreement with UNESCO. The 
Report was launched at UNESCO Headquarters in June 2010. Its significant 
findings have since influenced UNESCO’s work programme. Several dissemination 
events have been organized either by ISSC, UNESCO, National Commissions, 
research institutions or organizations. About 2000 copies of the Report have been 
provided to permanent delegations, National Commissions and partners. In 
response to the MOST focus on Social Transformations arising from Global 
Environmental Change, UNESCO asked the ISSC, in collaboration with its 
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change, to 
survey ISSC member associations in order to map research activities and profiles 
on “Global environmental change”, particularly climate change. Furthermore, ISSC 
is currently developing a Climate Change Design Project, funded by the Swedish 
International Development Agency. The project’s main objective is to enable the 
ISSC to work with IHDP and other partners in a process of international consultation 
and dialogue for purposes of designing a ten year global climate change research 
funding initiative for the social sciences. ISSC also organized in co-operation with 
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UNESCO and other partners a science-policy event during “COP 17”. Thus ISSC is 
a key partner to MOST in terms of social science. 

 
Associate status – No. 29  

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR FILM, TELEVISION AND AUDIOVISUSAL COMMUNICATION (IFTC) 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DU CINEMA DE LA TELEVISION ET DE LA COMMUNICATION 

AUDIOVISUELLE (CICT) 

Established in: 1958 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 1999) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

In recent years, the IFTC has endeavoured to broaden the geographical scope of its 
action by focusing on access for new members from regions other than Europe, in 
particular Africa. The activities have been broadly aimed at the new communication 
technologies and multimedia and at striking a new balance between television and 
film. Through its members, IFTC has supported or taken part annually in more than 
100 film and television festivals worldwide. It cooperates under the UNESCO 
Creative Cities Network programme, having been one of the first members of its 
Global Alliance for Cultural Diversity. The IFTC is clearly determined to encourage 
new initiatives from its members and to strengthen its information-network function. 
While remaining focused on film, television and the new media, its action has 
already taken on a more interdisciplinary dimension through the themes of media 
education and culture of peace through visual expression. 

 
Associate status – No. 30  

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE (ICSU) 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL POUR LA SCIENCE (CIUS)  

Established in: 1931 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1946 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

A framework agreement (2002-2007) entrusted ICSU with executing important tasks 
in UNESCO’s programme, and with putting in place initiatives that complement 
those of UNESCO. The two organizations have undertaken many collaborative 
efforts to promote international cooperation in science, among them deliberations at, 
and follow-up to, the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and the 
World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), as well as the World Conference 
on Science (WSC). 
This provided the occasion to carry out a wide range of key projects in support of 
UNESCO’s Medium Term Strategy. It also allowed collaboration between UNESCO 
and the scientific unions and committees of ICSU, as well as the development of 
cooperation between ICSU’s regional offices and UNESCO’s field offices. Like 
UNESCO, ICSU strongly supports interdisciplinary science, especially in addressing 
the environment and sustainable development. It has established numerous 
interdisciplinary bodies and has been sponsoring major global environmental 
programmes with UNESCO, such as the World Climate Research Programme and 
Diversitas. UNESCO and ICSU are natural complementary partners. ICSU’s 
Strategic Plan for 2006-2011 and UNESCO’s Medium-Term Strategy will offer 
unique opportunities for cooperation to the advantage of both organizations and of 
UNESCO’s Member States.  
ICSU is a major partner of UNESCO in the preparation of RIO+20. Both 
Organizations are planning activities with the scientific community jointly with the 
ISSC (International Social Science Council) and the World Federation of 
Engineering Organizations the Science Forum a week before the Summit in Rio 
June 2012. Furthermore UNESCO is the partner of the Alliance that is developing a 
major Research Initiative on Global Change (Future Earth). UNESCO and ICSU are 
not only Alliance members but also members of the Transition team that is 
designing this initiative. The Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) is co-
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sponsored by ICSU. UNESCO and ICSU co-sponsor the international programme 
on biodiversity science Diversitas as well as the Programme on Ecosystem Change 
and Society (PECS). Both programmes contribute to the science underpinning the 
work of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES), for which UNESCO is considered as an institutional 
co-host. 

 
Associate status – No. 31  

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SPORT SCIENCE AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION (ICSSPE) 
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL POUR L’ÉDUCATION PHYSIQUE ET LA SCIENCE DU SPORT (CIEPSS) 

Established in: 1958, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters: Berlin, Germany 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1972 (reclassified in 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ICSSPE is an active member of the Consultative Council of the Intergovernmental 
Committee for Physical Education and Sport (CIGEPS). It provides valuable policy 
advice to the sport and physical education programme of the Social and Human 
Sciences Sector. In 2003, ICSSPE participated in CIGEPS Working Group on 
Doping to develop a global anti-doping convention; in 2004, ICSSPE acted as 
rapporteur for commissions and submitted working document on physical education 
during the MINEPS IV. ICSSPE participated as a speaker in UNESCO’s Expert 
Symposium on Quality Physical Education, held at Headquarters in June 2011. The 
Symposium gathered specialists to discuss modalities for the development of 
international indicators for minimum standards in physical education delivery.  
As an outcome, UNESCO and ICSSPE agreed to join forces to promote the 
importance of physical education to the rounded development of an individual. 
Accordingly, ICSSPE invited UNESCO to provide a support statement to their 
Position Statement on Physical Education which will be disseminated to 
governments, key sport stakeholders and the general public to raise awareness on 
the benefits of keeping active. Other key actors in the sport movement, such as the 
International Olympic Committee and the International Paralympic Committee, will 
also provide support statements. Within this framework, a representative of ICSSPE 
attended the 2011 Plenary Session of the Intergovernmental Committee for 
Physical Education and Sport (CIGEPS) where the Committee’s Members endorsed 
ICSSPE’s Position Statement and adopted UNESCO’s support statement, which 
has since been published on the Physical Education and Sport website. Following 
the award of UNESCO patronage, a representative of the Organization also 
attended the ‘Sport as a Mediator between Cultures’ event in September 2011 
which was jointly organized by the Israeli Ministry of Culture and Sport, the German 
Federal Ministry of the Interior, ICSSPE and the Wingate Institute. The content of 
the meeting directly accorded with UNESCO’s work in physical education and sport 
and provided a diverse range of actors with the opportunity to reflect on sport’s 
potential and role in peace-building, reconciliation and conflict resolution. Most 
recently, in January 2012, ICSSPE formed part of the German Delegation which 
received UNESCO representatives undertaking the feasibility study for the fifth 
International Conference Ministers and Senior Officials responsible for Physical 
Education and Sport (MINEPS V). If the German bid is successful, ICSSPE would 
take a leading role in the development of intellectual and technical content for the 
Conference in collaboration with UNESCO. 
The collaboration developed during the last years between UNESCO and ICSSPE 
is totally relevant to the implementation of our programme activities. Furthermore, 
ICSSPE will continue to play an important role in the advisory body to CIGEPS – 
the Permanent Consultative Council – in 2012. Moreover, ICSSPE is a member of 
the Collective Consultation of NGOs on Education for All’ (CCNGO/EFA).  
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Associate status – No. 32  
LATIN AMERICAN SOCIAL SCIENCES COUNCIL (CLACSO) 

CONSEIL LATINO-AMERICAIN DES SCIENCES SOCIALES (CLACSO) 

Established in: 1967 Headquarters: Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1972 (reclassification in 1999)  

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

CLACSO has cooperated substantially with UNESCO: (i) Forum of Ministers of 
Social Development (Quito, Ecuador, September 2009) – completion of a common 
agenda for social sciences and social development policies in the region including 
advice to the government, conduct of research requested by ministers, processing 
and systemization of experiential data on social policy in the world and capacity-
building in social policy design for government and civil society representatives; 
(ii) CLACSO participation in the third MOST Latin American Summer School on 
links between social science and policies, and social development policies in times 
of crisis, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in December 2009; 
(iii) participation in the fourth MOST Latin American Summer School on links 
between social science and policies, and youth and participation for social 
development, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in September 2011; (iv) Phase II of 
the Project “Rethinking Latin America: Social Change and Development in Latin 
America and Caribbean” and the International Seminar “Poverty, Environment and 
Climate Change” was organized by CLACSO and “La Naturaleza y el Hombre” 
Foundation in November 2010, as was the public forum on “Climate Change: Social 
and Environmental Challenges” at the University of Havana, Cuba, in November 
2010; (v) CLACSO also contributed to UNESCO publications, such as “Greenstone: 
An open source free software for building virtual libraries, experiences in Latin 
America and the Caribbean” and the “World Social Science Report 2010”, for which 
CLASCO provided an article: “Open access to social science journals in Latin 
America”. 

 
Associate status – No. 33  

WORLD WATER COUNCIL (WWC) 
CONSEIL MONDIAL DE L’EAU (CME) 

Established in: 1996 Headquarters: Marseilles, France 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 2002 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Since 1997, WWC works closely with UNESCO. In partnership with UNESCO, it 
has organized conferences, seminars, and workshops notably the International 
Symposium on Water: A Looming Crisis? in 1999, the International Symposium on 
Frontiers in Urban Water Management: Deadlock or Hope?, in June 2001. It has 
carried out programmes sponsored, inter alia, by UNESCO, notably the mandate 
received in the Marrakech Forum in 1997 to develop a “Long Term Vision on Water, 
Life and the Environment in the Twenty-first Century”. 
In 1998, the World Water Council launched the worldwide exercise of the “Vision for 
Water, Life and the Environment in the 21st century”, which helped identify needs 
and develop scenarios to achieve a sustainable water resources management. The 
“World Water Vision” project was implemented with the financial assistance of 
external support agencies and several government subsidies. UNESCO hosted the 
Secretariat of the Vision project within its Division of Water Sciences. The project 
was executed as a UNESCO extrabudgetary activity with the total funding of $7.1 
million. UNESCO also contributed to the project by developing the Vision for the 
Aral Sea Basin. The World Water Vision was submitted to the Second World Water 
Forum, attended by 6,000 participants, and constituted its core activity. 
The launch of the UN-WWAP’s World Water Development Reports (WWDR) is a 
prominent event at the World Water Forum as the WWDR represents the widest 
collaboration of partners and agencies across the UN system. It is anticipated that 
the Director-General will launch the 4th edition (WWDR4), “Managing Water under 
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Uncertainty and Risk” on the first day (12 March 2012) of the 6th World Water 
Forum in Marseille. Within this cooperation WWAP also provided input to the Forum 
preparatory work for regional consultations and for the political process. 
Furthermore, taking into consideration common goals of the WWAP and the World 
Water Forum Secretariat, UNESCO and WWC have also joined forces to produce 
joint publications, the first one being “Water as a Human Right” for Rio+20 Summit. 
Furthermore, the Rector of the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education, Prof 
Andras Szöllösi-Nagy, sits on the Governing Board of the World Water Council as 
Bureau Member, representing UNESCO. 

 
Associate status – No. 34  

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL FOR ISLAND DEVELOPMENT (INSULA) 
CONSEIL SCIENTIFIQUE INTERNATIONAL POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT DES ILES 

Established in: 1989 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1994 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

INSULA has, in close cooperation with Communication and Information Sector (CI) 
and Natural Sciences Sector (SC), contributed to the development of islands’ 
information society and to the dissemination of renewable energy technologies, 
mobilizing substantial European financial resources. Many regional or international 
conferences have been organized, mostly under UNESCO’s auspices, in Japan, the 
Mediterranean region and the Caribbean. 
INSULA, through its publications, focused on various UNESCO-related activities in 
small islands, such as policies and strategies for desalination and renewable 
energies (2001), biosciences and biotechnologies (2003), island biodiversity (2004), 
biotechnology, biodiversity and culture (2005), resilience and vulnerability (2005). In 
particular, a section in the journal is dedicated to the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) 
Programme, which has historical linkages to INSULA. INSULA carried out relevant 
activities on sustainable development of islands, closely linked to the work of MAB. 
Relations with MAB and its partners have been mutually beneficial.  

 
Associate status – No. 35  

AFRICAN FEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS OF PARENTS OF PUPILS AND STUDENTS (FAPE) 
FEDERATION AFRICAINE DES ASSOCIATIONS DE PARENTS D’ELEVES ET ETUDIANTS (FAPE) 

Established in: 1995 Headquarters: Brazzaville, Congo 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1999 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

FAPE is an endogenous NGO with a strong presence in Africa. It is very active in 
the “Education for All” movement and cooperates closely with ADEA and the 
International Organisation of the Francophonie. FAPE has been invited regularly by 
UNESCO to participate in activities held by the Organization at Headquarters and in 
the field (Brazzaville Office). The NGO’s President is very active in youth education 
activities against sickle-cell anaemia, which is widespread in Africa and has an 
impact on the quality of education.  
Furthermore, FAPE is a member of the CCNGO/EFA. 

 
Associate status – No. 36  

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS AND INSTITUTIONS (IFLA) 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES ASSOCIATIONS DE BIBLIOTHÉCAIRES ET DES 

BIBLIOTHEQUES (FIAB) 

Established in: 1927 Headquarters: The Hague, Netherlands 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1953 (reclassified in 1996) 
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Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

IFLA has continued its advisory role and contributed to the implementation of the 
culture programmes of UNESCO in the field of literature, book, languages and 
translation, particularly through the promotion of the World Book Capital and the 
Creative Cities Network. In the field of communication and information, IFLA 
cooperates in fostering international reflection and debate on the challenges of 
building knowledge societies for the international library community through 
inclusive information processes and multi-stakeholder approach for the 
implementation of the WSIS Action Plan, especially with respect to access to 
information and knowledge. It supports training, continuing education and lifelong 
learning in library management for the creation and preservation of information. It is 
particularly active in information management as part of the overall policy for the 
safeguard of documentary heritage especially under the Memory of the World 
Programme. Furthermore, IFLA participates in the external panel of evaluation for 
candidate cities of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the field of literature. 
IFLA has fulfilled these collaboration requirements and contributed to the quality 
growth of the Network.  
IFLA is one of UNESCO’s three partners in the World Book Capital City programme. 

 
Associate status – No. 37  

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF JOURNALISTS (IFJ) 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES JOURNALISTES (FIJ) 

Established in: 1926, relaunched in 
1946 and 1952 

Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 2002) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO has further strengthened its cooperation with IFJ over the past three 
years in priority areas such as safety of journalists and the campaign against 
impunity for journalists’ killers and more recently gender equality issues.  
In 2010 the UNESCO International Programme for the Development of 
Communication supported the IFJ project “Monitoring and Defending Media Rights 
in the Pacific”, which was concerned with the severe repressions against the media 
and freedom of expression in Fiji, and fears across the region about the potential for 
a domino effect on other Pacific Island States. This project sought to address 
problems which weaken free media and pluralistic media development, while 
enhancing the professional capacity of media workers and their organizations, 
through provision of training identified as a key need for the region. The NGO also 
assisted with the organization of World Press Freedom Day in the Pacific region 
through the Pacific Freedom Forum/”Courage under Fire” Workshop in May 2009.  
The close alignment of the respective mandates of IFJ and Communication and 
Information Sector has resulted into a number of joint on-going initiatives.  IFJ is our 
main partner in promoting gender equality issues and women’s empowerment in 
and through the media and the annual launch of the Women Make the News 
(WMN) policy advocacy initiative on the occasion of International Women’s Day (8 
March). In 2010 for instance UNESCO jointly spearheaded WMN under the theme 
“Towards Gender Sensitive Indicators for Media (GSIM): Best Practices for Gender 
Perspective in Media and in Media Content” which provided useful feedback for the 
preparation of the GSIM. In 2011 UNESCO and IFJ prepared the first draft of 
Gender-sensitive indicators for Media (GSIM) and organised an international 
consultation with representatives from all region of the world to validate the draft. 
These indicators will assess: (i) the role of women in media; (ii) media policy 
requirements; (iii) capacity-building for professionals; and (iv) the role of 
organizations, academic institutions, government and civil society. Partnership with 
IFJ to pilot the GSIM with the hope of realizing change in media policies and 
practices on gender equality issue is foreseen in the present biennium. 
Further, to provide journalists with necessary resources to improve their reporting 
on gender. IFJ and UNESCO published the handbook “Getting the balance right: 
Gender Equality in Journalism” printed in French, English and Spanish. This 
publication was launched during an international conference on Ethics and Gender: 
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Equality in the Newsroom organized by this NGO and UNESCO. Finally the Africa 
regional arm of IFJ, the Federation of African Journalists (FAJ), cooperated with the 
UNESCO Harare Office in 2010 to spearhead a continent wide debate in gender 
mainstreaming in media and the setting up of a Gender Council for FAJ.  

 
Associate status – No. 38  
WORLD FEDERATION OF UNESCO CLUBS, CENTRES AND ASSOCIATIONS (WFUCA) FEDERATION 

MONDIALE DES ASSOCIATIONS, CENTRES ET CLUBS UNESCO (FMACU) 

Established in: 1981 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1981 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

This NGO has maintained working relations with UNESCO. WFUCA is the only 
international NGO whose aim, and that of its members, is to promote UNESCO’s 
ideals and programmes of. All of WFUCA’s activities are drawn from the Medium-
Term Strategy and biennial programmes. These activities include: the development 
of twinning to strengthen horizontal solidarity and preparations for conferences on 
UNESCO’s priority themes. Under the Education for All programme, WFUCA has 
developed a network of community development centres for education and poverty 
reduction, located primarily in Asia and Africa. In Africa, WFUCA cooperates closely 
with BREDA in teaching literacy. Moreover, its support for programme execution 
role includes exchanging information among network members, giving advice on 
national and regional projects, developing new federations and training the 
movement’s executives in cooperation with UNESCO.  

 
Associate status – No. 39  

WORLD FEDERATION OF UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS (WFUNA) 
FEDERATION MONDIALE DES ASSOCIATIONS POUR LES NATIONS UNIES (FMANU) 

Established in: 1946 Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1948 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Cooperation mainly takes the form of exchanges with the World Federation of 
UNESCO Clubs, Centres and Associations (WFUCA) – which should be extended 
even further – and with other NGOs maintaining official relations with UNESCO.  

 
Associate status – No. 40  

WORLD FEDERATION OF ENGINEERING ORGANIZATIONS (WFEO) 
FEDERATION MONDIALE DES ORGANISATIONS D’INGENIEURS (FMOI) 

Established in: 1968, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1996 (reclassified in 2009) 
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Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

The UNESCO engineering programme has worked closely with WFEO since its 
creation. There have been numerous meetings, workshops and conferences that 
WFEO and UNESCO have co-organized and co-sponsored. WFEO is also a close 
partner in the Daimler-UNESCO Mondialogo Engineering Award.  
Within the Framework Agreement between UNESCO WFEO signed on 28 
September 2009, WFEO has continued to assist UNESCO in the execution of Major 
Programme II “Natural Sciences”, with particular reference to programme activities 
in the engineering sciences, such as: (i) cooperation with UNESCO on the 
preparation, dissemination and follow-up of the UNESCO Report, “Engineering: 
Issues and Challenges for Development”; (ii) cooperation with UNESCO in the 
follow up to the 2008 World Engineers’ Convention, preparation for the 2011 World 
Engineers’ Convention and, in particular assisting in identifying speakers and 
participants from developing countries where UNESCO support is requested.  
Currently, close consultations for activity development within the Engineering 
Initiative/CCTU are being undertaken and continued collaboration on a number of 
on-going and new activities is envisaged. 

 
Associate status – No. 41  

FORUM FOR AFRICAN WOMEN EDUCATIONALISTS (FAWE) 
FORUM DES ÉDUCATRICES AFRICAINES 

Established in: 1992 Headquarters: Nairobi, Kenya 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1997 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

FAWE represents an innovative structure in terms of its functioning, its aims and its 
working methods. It has quickly established contact with UNESCO, and this co-
operation is particularly valued by the Education Sector. It has concluded several 
contracts for programme implementation (education of girls and women, 
preparation of a brochure for educators regarding the evaluation of educational 
materials, participation in a meeting of a group of experts, and the printing of a 
report on adolescent pregnancy). During the 1996-1997 biennium, FAWE  received 
financial contributions (Regular Programme and Participation Programme) for the 
preparation of a training module for educational policy-makers, the organization and 
conduct of training programmes, support to micro-enterprise activities for under-
privileged village women, evaluation of girls’ education programmes, participation of 
FAWE in UNESCO meetings, follow-up to Beijing Conference, and co-operation 
with UNESCO on the Guidance and Counselling programme for school-age girls. 
FAWE is very involved in the “Education for All” Programme, and similarly it makes 
an important contribution to educational innovation in Africa. These efforts have 
been recognized and the organization was awarded the Comenius medal in 
October 1995 by the Director-General of UNESCO.  
FAWE is closely working with Africa Department in the elaboration of the 
operational strategy for Africa. This Organization is also working with BREDA in the 
promotion of girls’ education in Africa. 
FAWE is also a member of the CCNGO/EFA and actively participates in global and 
regional EFA meetings. 

 
Associate status – No. 42  

ARAB INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (AIHR) 
INSTITUT ARABE DES DROITS DE L’HOMME (IADH) 

Established in: 1999 Headquarters: Tunis, Tunisia 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 2000 (reclassified in 2005) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO has worked closely with the Arab Institute for Human Rights since 2007, 
under the UNESCO-ISESCO Arab Research-Policy Network on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (ARADESC). AIHR has contributed to research action on 
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cultural rights activities that it has conducted in each of the six States Members of 
the network (Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania and Tunisia), which 
resulted in the publication of “Les droits culturels au Mahgreb et en Egypte – 1ère 
série d’observations” (Cultural Rights in the Mahgrib and in Egypt – first series of 
observations). The President of AIHR has attended all Network meetings. In 
February 2011, closer cooperation was established between UNESCO, AIHR and 
other partners under the “Democracy education for Tunisian youth” project, which 
entailed the production of a twenty-page handbook and the provision of training for 
pupils and civil society youths. 
The “Cultural rights and democratization: education, development and cultural 
policies” symposium, held in Tunis from 29 September to 1 October 2011, was 
organized in collaboration with the ministries of education and culture, the Tunisian 
National Commission for UNESCO, the Interdisciplinary Institute for Ethics and 
Human Rights (IIEDH) and AIHR. The symposium was designed to demonstrate, 
particularly during democratic transition, the important link between the 
enshrinement of cultural rights and democratization and to make proposals to that 
end. A roadmap drawn by the symposium and the proceedings are being finalized.  

 
Associate status – No. 43  

INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL DE LA PRESSE (IIP) 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS INSTITUTE (IPI) 

Established in: 1950 Headquarters: Vienna, Austria 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1979 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

IPI, a member of the International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX) 
network, is one of the most powerful media organizations and exercises a 
significant role in monitoring and lobbying governmental bodies. IPI is consulted 
systematically in the nominations for the UNESCO-Guillermo Cano World Press 
Freedom Prize and participates actively in UNESCO events on the occasion of 
World Press Freedom Day. It cooperates positively and specifically with UNESCO, 
in particular by organizing a number of joint seminars on the media and freedom of 
expression. IPI has made an effective contribution to the International Programme 
for the Development of Communication (IPDC). IPI assists nationals of developing 
countries and new democracies through donations from the “Press Freedom Fund”, 
enabling them financially to join IPI. 
UNESCO has a long term and dynamic relation with the IIP/IPI in several initiatives 
to promote freedom of expression and creating enabling environment for 
independent and professional media.  
UNESCO has through the past six years, in cooperation with the IIP/IPI developed 
policies for program based media assistance. UNESCO has been fruitfully 
cooperating with IIP/IPI and it was regularly invited to take part in the annual 
Conferences organized to celebrate the World Press Freedom Day (see 
UNESCO’s Belgrade, Dakar, Colombo, Medellin and Maputo Declarations). In 
partnership with key international, regional and local media NGOs and professional 
organizations including the IIP/IPI UNESCO has also developed a holistic approach 
to media development.  
UNESCO has solid working relationships IIP that not only serve as professional 
screeners, implementer but also advisors on professional matters related to the 
media sector and is usually present at the IIP/IPI World Congress meetings. This 
ensures continuation and up links between different areas of media development 
such as law, capacity building of media managers, journalism development and 
peer network promotion.  
The NGO also contributed to a number of UNESCO organized initiatives f.i. about 
journalists’ safety, freedom of expression in the Internet.  It should be also noted 
that the IPI contributed to the UNESCO organized FEX Symposium’s in Paris in 
January 2011 and in the UN Inter-Agency Meeting on Safety of Journalists and 
Issue of Impunity in September 2011. 
The cooperation is evaluated as strategic and useful, and it is recommended to be 
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continued and strengthened. 
 
Associate status – No. 44  

INTERNATIONAL THEATRE INSTITUTE (ITI) 
INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL DU THÉÂTRE (IIT) 

Established in: 1948, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Owing to ITI’s broad geographical coverage and its efforts to promote theatre in 
developing countries, cooperation with this NGO has contributed to progress in the 
achievement of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. ITI is committed 
to promoting UNESCO programme priorities such as support for post-conflict 
reconstruction and the development of arts education through cooperation with 
artists.  
A framework agreement between UNESCO and ITI was signed in 2009. It expires in 
2013. Agreement letters (non-standard contracts) were drawn up with ITI to fund a 
number of their activities in 2009 and 2010. ITI has developed the following projects 
in cooperation with UNESCO: (i) project promoting the role of women in society – 
awareness-raising stage play, ITI Burkinabè Centre, Burkina Faso; (ii) Festival 
International de Théâtre Itinérant en Cités (CARé 2010) (International Festival of 
Itinerant Theatre in Cities, Democratic Republic of the Congo); (iii) World 
Conference of Theatre School Directors held in cooperation with the UNESCO-ITI 
Chair in Theatre and Culture of Civilization, Lima, Peru; (iv) career-planning training 
seminar for artists, Lomé, Togo; (v) monitoring of the international conference 
entitled “Theatre – Children – Future” as part of the third Mongolian international 
theatre meeting, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; (vi) NGOUJEL first literary awards in the 
framework of the TECEJ festival (Temps des Effusions culturelles pour l’éducation 
et la jeunesse – Times of cultural effusions for education and youth), Brazzaville, 
Congo; (vii) activities of the UNESCO-ITI Chair in Theatre and Culture of 
Civilization; (viii) artistic education.  
At the invitation of UNESCO to its Category IV congress, the Second World 
Conference on Arts Education (25-28 May 2010, Seoul), ITI sent a consolidated 
delegation of experts to participate. ITI Board Members also served at the 
International Advisory Committee for the Conference, which assisted UNESCO on 
the conceptual and organizational structure of the Conference. The active 
engagement of ITI in the Conference has contributed to advocating the importance 
of arts education to the international community. 
Cooperation with ITI, UNESCO’s historic partner, has continued around the world, 
albeit with priority being given to Africa and to core UNESCO issues such as gender 
equality, education, training, capacity-building and promotion of creativity.  

 
Associate status – No. 45  

EDUCATION INTERNATIONAL (EI) 
INTERNATIONALE DE L’EDUCATION (IE) 

Established in: 1993 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1993 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

The overall assessment of cooperation is the following: (i) EI is an essential 
UNESCO partner in EFA and Higher Education as representative of teachers whose 
importance for reaching the EFA goals and for improving quality in education up to 
2015 and beyond is uncontested; (ii) EI is represented in many other EFA-related 
structures and initiatives (such as the Global Partnership for Education, the Advisory 
Panel of the GMR, etc.) and therefore a key civil society actor; (iii) EI is a reliable, 
responsive and active partner whose representatives regularly communicate with 
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UNESCO’s team and who make essential contributions to the Organization’s work 
in EFA coordination. 
EI has been one of the most active and supportive NGO partners in official relations 
with UNESCO since the World Education Forum in 2000. Representing the voice of 
teachers, EI’s representatives participated in almost all annual meetings of the High-
Level Group and Working Group on EFA. Moreover, EI has been strongly and 
continuously involved in the activities of the CCNGO/EFA, both as a member of the 
Coordination Group and of the UNESCO-NGO Liaison Committee. It is currently a 
member of the Ad hoc Group of the CCNGO/EFA. In July 2011, ADG/ED 
participated in the EI’s Sixth World Congress in South Africa, and a video message 
of the Director-General referring to the EFA context was presented at the Opening. 
Also a member of CCNGO/HE, EI was presented at the UNESCO Global Forum on 
“Rankings and Accountability in Higher Education: Uses and Misuses”, organized by 
UNESCO, the OECD and the World Bank in May 2011.  

 
Associate status – No. 46  

JEUNE CHAMBRE INTERNATIONALE 
JUNIOR CHAMBER INTERNATIONAL (JCI) 

Established in: 1944 Headquarters: Chesterfield, United States of America 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 2010) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

A letter of cooperation and a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between 
UNESCO and JCI were signed in 2004 and 2009 respectively.  
UNESCO and JCI aim at jointly providing young people with skills and abilities to 
enable them to actively participate in the development of their societies as full 
partners. To that end, the MoU signed in 2009 sealed both organizations’ 
cooperation in the field of youth development. The MoU provides for joint action to 
promote capacity-building for youth and to develop youth training programmes 
geared towards attaining both organizations’ mutual interests. In addition, the JCI 
has considerable experience in the field of youth empowerment. JCI local and 
national organizations collaborate with UNESCO in many ways, including 
participating in the NGO International Conference and theme-specific collective and 
regional consultations. 
JCI cooperated with UNESCO in 2005 on youth entrepreneurship and youth 
empowerment project and participated in 2007 in the “Strengthening Youth 
Organizations in Cameroon” programme led jointly by UNESCO, the World Bank 
and the International Organisation of La Francophonie. The Secretary-General of 
Junior Chamber International participated as an observer in the Fifth UNESCO 
Youth Forum (UNESCO 2007). 
There have been regular exchanges recently between UNESCO’s youth 
programme and JCI over the renewal of the MoU. These exchanges have identified 
the main two areas of cooperation: (i) promotion of youth involvement in the 
community, especially in Africa, and (ii) the youth involvement and empowerment in 
North Africa and the Middle East. The renewal of the MoU should be finalized in 
2012. JCI also participated as an observer at the seventh UNESCO Youth Forum, 
held as an integral part of the 36th session of the UNESCO General Conference in 
October 2011. Youth programme officials were invited to the 2011 JCI Global 
Partnership Summit, held in New York in June 2011. 

 
Associate status – No. 47  

SHOAH MEMORIAL 
MEMORIAL DE LA SHOAH 

Established in: 2005 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 2009 
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Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

The Shoah Memorial participates regularly in conferences held by UNESCO on the 
Holocaust, as was the case on 15 December 2011, at the conference on teaching 
the Holocaust in primary schools and on 31 January 2012, at the conference on the 
international dimensions of holocaust education.  
In January 2012, the Memorial cooperated with UNESCO in two major events: 
exhibitions lent by the Memorial to the UNESCO Office in Dakar and Regional 
Bureau for Education in Africa (23 January); and another exhibition at UNESCO 
Headquarters on the “Righteous of France” (31 January). Furthermore, the 
President of the Memorial spoke, as did the Director-General, at the ceremony in 
memory of the victims of the Holocaust held at UNESCO Headquarters on 31 
January 2012. The Memorial and the Holocaust and United Nations Outreach 
Programme (HUNOP), organized video conferences with UNESCO for students, 
teachers and lawyers at United Nations Information Centres (UNIC) in Madagascar, 
Togo, Burundi, Cameroon, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Senegal.  
Furthermore, the Memorial collaborated in 2009 with the Education Sector (ED) on 
hosting a screening of the “Into the Arms of Strangers” documentary, and a round 
table with historians and witnesses. The Memorial also assisted ED in publishing a 
CD-ROM entitled “Education for perpetuating the memory of the Holocaust”, a 
compilation of the world’s educational resources on the Holocaust. In May 2009, the 
Memorial’s speakers addressed UNESCO’s Experts’ Workshop entitled “Combating 
Intolerance, Exclusion and Violence through Holocaust Education”. The Memorial 
has a very rich library and media collection, very knowledgeable professionals and 
an active network.  

 
Associate status – No. 48  

INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT ATD FOURTH WORLD  
MOUVEMENT INTERNATIONAL ATD QUART MONDE (ATD) 

Established in: 1957 Headquarters: Pierrelaye, France 

Previous status: Operational relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1974 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ATD Fourth World held a symposium at UNESCO Headquarters entitled: “Extreme 
poverty is violence: Breaking the silence – Understanding the violence faced by 
people in chronic poverty and the pathways towards peace”. In 2010, ATD 
participated in the Executive Board’s Committee on Non-Governmental Partners at 
a round-table discussion on culture and development. In 2008 the International 
Movement ATD Fourth World received an honourable mention at the award 
ceremony of the UNESCO-Bilbao Prize for the Promotion of a Culture of Human 
Rights. The activities of ATD Fourth World have a significant multiplier effect and 
the movement is a valuable intermediary for UNESCO in the humanitarian field. 
An active member of the NGO-UNESCO Joint Programme Commission on the 
eradication of poverty, especially extreme poverty, ATD Fourth World contributes 
continually and substantially to the Organization’s poverty-reduction efforts through 
in-depth studies on economic, social and cultural rights and contributed, in 
particular, to the NGOs handbook, drafted with input from ATD Fourth World, that 
will useful to many NGOs. ATD Fourth World has a direct link to affected population 
groups and is thus a highly appreciated intermediary for UNESCO in the field. 

 
Associate status – No. 49  

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU MOUVEMENT SCOUT (OMMS) 
WORLD ORGANIZATION OF THE SCOUT MOVEMENT (WOSM) 

Established in: 1920 Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 

Previous status: Consultative relations  

Official relations with UNESCO: 1961 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation avec 
UNESCO: 

Sustained cooperation through the participation of a standing team of WOSM 
representatives, who contribute to the work of the NGO-UNESCO Liaison 
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Committee and, in particular, of the Youth Joint Programme Commission (JPC) and 
hold the chair of the Human Rights JPC. Since the publication of the Delors report 
in 1997, WOSM has based all of its action to win recognition of non-formal 
education on UNESCO’s recommendations. In 2007, UNESCO took part in the 
World Scout Jamboree and gave financial support to the World Scientific Congress 
held in Geneva in November 2007 (through funding under the Participation 
Programme). Such support was continued in 2008 with the publication of the 
proceedings of the Congress. In 2007, scientific cooperation was strengthened 
through an increased presence of WOSM at the International Bureau of Education. 
Lastly, WOSM continues to distribute peace education kits, co-funded by UNESCO, 
as part of the follow-up to all action undertaken since the launch of the International 
Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World. 
The Youth Section has regularly exchanged information with WOSM within the 
framework of the UNESCO-NGO Liaison Committee Joint Youth Programme 
Commission (this NGO belongs to the triumvirate that manages the JPC and is one 
of the most active members of the Commission). Furthermore, WOSM held 
observer status at UNESCO’s seventh Youth Forum, held as an integral part of the 
36th session of the General Conference in October 2011. Following exchanges 
initiated by the SHS youth programme officials, WOSM collaborated with the 
Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS) on the 
organization of a seminar on youth volunteerism and non-formal education, held at 
UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, on 30 June and 1 July 2011. Furthermore, 
UNESCO was invited to the 2011 World Scout Jamboree (Sweden, 27 July-
7 August 2011) and to the international meeting entitled “Paris of the Future”, 
organized by the Scouts and Girl Guides of France (France, 22-25 April 2011).  

 
Associate status – No. 50  

PAX ROMANA 

Established in: 1921 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Involvement in the different collective consultation bodies. Pax Romana has 
participated in UNESCO projects concerning human rights in Africa, religious values 
in cultural development and the future of major metropolises. 
Many activities at all levels depending on the local context: training seminars, 
brainstorming workshops, social studies and analyses, solidarity and social service. 

 
Associate status – No. 51  

PEN INTERNATIONAL 

Established in: 1921 Headquarters: London, United Kingdom 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1948 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

A framework agreement between UNESCO and PEN International was signed in 
April 2009. It will expire in 2013. Agreement letters (non-standard contracts) were 
drawn up to fund some of their activities in 2009 and 2010: (i) Development of the 
Free the Word! Network to promote translation, linguistic rights and minority 
languages through online presence, and strengthen regional networks of writers: 
this activity was carried out in close cooperation with all the PEN Centres around 
the world and was particularly focused on the creation of an online network to 
promote translation, linguistic diversity and a global network of writers, editors and 
translators; (ii) Promotion of translation and linguistic rights: exchange between 
readers, writers and translators in multiple languages were promoted through the 
PEN International website. Two meetings of the Translation and Linguistic Rights 
Committee were held during the PEN International Congress in Belgrade, Serbia, in 
September 2011. These meetings provided the opportunity to review the recent 
work of the Committee as well as the planning and development of focuses for 
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translation and linguistic rights work during the next year. UNESCO contribution for 
this activity served for commissioning, editing and translating to increase the volume 
and diversity of literature on the PEN International website; (iii) Strengthening 
Regional Networks: PEN International concentrated on consolidating and 
strengthening the regional networks, in particular in the Central Asia, Africa and 
Asia Pacific regions, ensuring that participants received training in communications 
and capacity building, and, consequently, developing joint programmes on freedom 
of expression campaigning and the role of literature and writers in civil society; 
(iv) UNESCO Creative Cities Network: International PEN participates in the external 
panel of evaluation for candidate cities of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network in 
the field of literature. The panel is composed of international NGOs specialized in 
literature in addition to the United Cities and Local Governments. Each organization 
is asked to designate an expert to undertake an online evaluation, the results of 
which are submitted to the Director-General for her decision. International PEN has 
fulfilled these collaboration requirements and contributed to the quality growth of the 
Network. 

 
Associate status – No. 52  

AFRICA NETWORK CAMPAIGN ON EDUCATION FOR ALL (ANCEFA) 
RESEAU AFRICAIN DE CAMPAGNE POUR L’EDUCATION POUR TOUS (ANCEFA) 

Established in: 2000 Headquarters: Dakar, Senegal 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 2010 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO and ANCEFA have been collaborating in the area of EFA for several 
years.  
ANCEFA participates regularly in major global EFA fora convened by UNESCO, 
such as the EFA Working Group and High-Level Group meetings. Its 
representatives contribute actively to the discussions and outcomes of these 
meetings. ANCEFA also made a strong contribution to the 2007 African Regional 
Conference in Support of Global Literacy and to regional preparations for and global 
discussions of CONFINTEA VI. 
ANCEFA is a very active member of UNESCO’s Collective Consultation of NGOs 
on EFA (CCNGO/EFA). As the CCNGO/EFA regional focal point for Africa from 
2003 to 2009, ANCEFA acted effectively as an intermediary between UNESCO and 
CCNGO/EFA members in the African region. In 2007, it provided essential 
technical, financial and logistical support to the organization of the fourth 
CCNGO/EFA meeting in Dakar. Additionally, ANCEFA substantially contributed to 
the preparation of two global studies on the following themes: “Halfway to 2015 – 
Civil Society Engagement in Education Policy Dialogue and the EFA Process since 
Dakar 2000”; and “Implications of the Global Financial Crisis for NGOs Working in 
the Area of Education for All”).  
ED is interested in developing cooperation further with ANCEFA in the following 
areas of EFA: joint advocacy of the six EFA goals, based on the extensive network 
of ANCEFA in many African countries; preparations for and follow-up to major EFA 
coordination mechanisms (e.g. the Working Group and the CCNGO/EFA) and other 
forums organized by UNESCO or ANCEFA; strengthening the contribution of 
African civil society to education development in the region and across regions 
(South-South cooperation), especially with regard to equity and quality issues; 
exchange of evidence and outcomes of research on education; mobilization of 
prominent EFA partners and advocates in Africa; consultation on other EFA-related 
topics. 
ANCEFA members collaborate with UNESCO Cluster and national offices in Africa 
and at the regional level, ANCEFA works with the Regional Bureau for Education in 
Africa (BREDA). 
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Associate status – No. 53  

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF CULTURAL ADMINISTRATION TRAINING CENTRES (ENCATC) 
RESEAU EUROPEEN DES CENTRES DE FORMATION D’ADMINISTRATEURS CULTURELS  

Established in: 1992 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 2000 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ENCATC’s cooperation with UNESCO has been rich and sustained over the last 
decade. Throughout this period, UNESCO representatives have regularly 
participated in ENCATC conferences and activities. Similarly ENCATC has been 
invited to provide expertise to numerous UNESCO activities (e.g. training courses, 
expert meetings, conferences, special projects). The most enduring activity funded 
by UNESCO has been the UNESCO-ENCATC Directory. This interactive up-to-date 
database of the principal European cultural institutions and training centres 
established in 2003 continues to be updated by ENCATC with UNESCO’s support. 
Since its creation, the database has been expanded to include institutions in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, and North America active in the field of cultural policy, 
administration and management as well as cultural development. 
Other joint projects carried out with the support of UNESCO are “Understanding 
Heritage” (workshops, seminar and publication, 2003-2008), a conference on 
“Capacity building and Sustainability of Cultural Institutions” held in Bulgaria in 
2003, and “Culture and Tourism: a Real Tool for Local and Regional Development” 
(2004). From 2008 to 2009, in the framework of the Decade on Education for 
Sustainable Development, UNESCO called upon ENCATC to undertake a research 
project entitled “Linking Cultural Diversity, Dialogue and Sustainable Development 
in Training for Cultural Actors. At the UNESCO Second World Conference on Arts 
Education in Korea (2010), ENCATC experts were invited by UNESCP to lead 
several roundtable discussions and workshops. Several ENCATC Annual 
Conferences have been granted the patronage of UNESCO. 
Since 2000, ENCATC has demonstrated its ability to nurture close and sustained 
synergies and relationships with UNESCO in strategic areas of the Organization’s 
programme. Most of the collaboration has been carried out in the fields of cultural 
policies and intercultural dialogue. However ENCATC has also engaged in the 
areas of World Heritage, intangible cultural heritage, cultural tourism, cultural 
diplomacy and arts education. Discussions on future cooperation with ENCATC 
have taken place in late 2011 and it is felt that it can serve as a valuable partner in 
UNESCO’s ongoing work to promote the culture and development agenda. 

 
Associate status – No. 54  

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

Established in: 1948 Headquarters: Evanston, United States of America 

Previous status: Operational relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

An organization with good geographical representation and large reserves of goodwill 
that has significant value in terms of programme delivery through a strong local 
presence. Rotary International is active in several of UNESO’s priority areas such as 
Africa and youth.  
Recent collaboration: (i) UNESCO-Rotary international conference on 17 March 2012 
on: “Cultivating Peace: A Vision Shared by Rotary/UNESCO”; (ii) signing of a strategic 
partnership between the Rotary Foundation and UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 
Education. Each year, up to eight students are selected for scholarships to any of three 
Master of Science degree programs at UNESCO-IHE, a United Nations institute in 
Delft, Netherlands.  
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Associate status – No. 55  

TRADITIONS FOR TOMORROW 
TRADITIONS POUR DEMAIN 

Established in: 1986 Headquarters: Rolle, Switzerland 

Previous status: Consultative relations as a network 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1992 (reclassified in 1998) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Traditions for Tomorrow is accredited to provide advisory services to the 
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
As members of the NGOs Network active in the field of intangible heritage and cultural 
rights of indigenous peoples (e.g. in Central and South America), Traditions for 
Tomorrow closely follows the work of the Committee, in particular through regular 
participation in the annual meetings of the Committee. 
This NGO has participated as an active observer in the governing bodies of the 2005 
Convention for the Protection and Safeguarding of the Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions. It has also played an important role in mobilizing the international 
community of NGOs to raise awareness of the 2005 Convention, engage them in 
implementation activities at the national level and more recently, its President 
moderated an information exchange on the involvement of civil society in the 
preparation of the first Parties periodic reports. 

 
Associate status – No. 56  

ASIA-PACIFIC BROADCASTING UNION (ABU) 
UNION DE RADIODIFFUSION POUR L’ASIE ET LE PACIFIQUE 

Established in: 1964 Headquarters: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1968 (reclassified in 2011) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

In the past years, ABU has further strengthened its cooperation with UNESCO through 
multiple joint ventures and 21 UNESCO and IPDC funded projects. These activities 
covered 30 countries with over 300 broadcasters participating ABU members and 
benefitted several hundred media professionals, particularly electronic media and ICTs. 
The projects focused on fostering sustainable development through broadcasting, 
bridging the digital gap in content and technological knowledge, preservation and 
archiving, developing online training modules and facilitating media and information 
literacy (MIL) and user generated content (UGC).  
ABU was instrumental in capacity building and conducted online regional radio training 
on reporting sustainable development as well as training workshops on low cost digital 
TV studios, children’s TV programmes (45 professionals from 19 countries), 
broadcasting and gender; video journalism, TV news production, co-production of 
HIV/AIDS documentaries, Internet and new media platforms, conflict resolution (Fiji, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan, etc.). ABU developed a database “Who is 
Who” in covering HIV/AIDS issues in the region. ABU organized, with UNESCO’s 
support the Pacific Media Partnership Conference “Strengthening Voice of the Pacific” 
with ten associated workshops and meetings (Tonga, 19-21 December 2011). ABU 
actively participated in UNESCO’s international conference on “Broadcast Media and 
Climate Change” (September 2009) and played a proactive role in elaboration and 
adoption of the Paris Declaration.  
In August 2011 a Memorandum of Understanding on strengthening cooperation 
between the two Organizations was signed by UNESCO and ABU.  In 2012 ABU has 
an intensive programme including Gender Media Summit in Seoul, October 2012, 
gender mainstreaming in broadcasting, capacity building projects, Radio Asia, World 
Summit on Media for Children, early warning broadcasting, radio-in a box projects, 
public service broadcasting and safety of journalists, archiving, enhancing the quality of 
the user-generated content (UGC) through improved media and information literacy 
(MIL) of audiences.   
UNESCO-ABU close cooperation has allowed to achieve very positive results in the 
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above fields in conformity with UNESCO’s programme priorities. 
 
Associate status – No. 57  

UNION OF INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS (UIA) 
UNION DES ASSOCIATIONS INTERNATIONALES (UAI) 

Established in: 1907 Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1952 (reclassified in 2008) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UIA specializes in the NGO world community and contributes to the work of identifying 
and forging partnerships with all civil society stakeholders. UIA manages, in 
cooperation with the Section of Non-Governmental Organizations, the database of 
NGO partners maintaining official relations with UNESCO; UIA identifies, classifies and 
enters into the database all members, branches, and national and regional affiliates of 
NGO partners maintaining official relations with UNESCO. 

 
Associate status – No. 58  

UNION OF LATIN AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES (UDUAL) 
UNION DES UNIVERSITES DE L’AMERIQUE LATINE (UDUAL) 

Established in: 1949 Headquarters: Mexico City, Mexico 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1997 (reclassified in 1998) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

ULAU is a member of the UNESCO/NGO Collective Consultation on Higher Education. 
ULAU contributed to the follow-up to the 1998 World Conference on Higher Education, 
including the 9th meeting of the Collective Consultation which focused on “Higher 
education for the knowledge society: UNESCO/NGO partnership in higher education”; 
participated in the LAC regional conference (CRES 2008) preparatory to the 2009 
World Conference on Higher Education (WCHE), and the WCHE (Paris, 2009) itself. 
As a regional association of universities, ULAU brings perspectives and concerns 
specific to the Latin American and Caribbean higher education to UNESCO’s action in 
this important field. ULAU and IESALC have kept a long lasting relationship over the 
years. ULAU has been signatory of the landmark documents for IESALC such as “the 
Galapagos Declaration”, “the Santo Domingo Declaration”, “the Panama Declaration” 
and, above all, the Declaration of the Regional Conference in Higher Education 
(Cartagena de Indias, June 2008). IESALC conceives ULAU as a bridge to facilitate its 
relationship when referring to institutional mandates. This “bridge” goes towards 
institutions of Higher Education and is useful to follow up public policies impact for 
Higher Education within the countries where they belong. 

 
Associate status – No. 59  

EUROPEAN BROADCASTING UNION (EBU) 
UNION EUROPEENNE DE RADIO-TELEVISION (UER) 

Established in: 1950 Headquarters: Grand-Saconnex, Switzerland 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1969 (reclassification in 1998) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Since 2009 EBU is a permanent observer to the UNESCO Convention on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. It cooperates with 
UNESCO in various activities such as: organization every two years of the WEMF 
(World Electronic Media Forum); participation to the IPDC work and recently to the 
elaboration of the Media Development indicators; cooperation within the WSIS follow-
up process; cooperation within the Internet Governance Forum; promotion of the Press 
Freedom Day and of the campaign for protecting journalists. 
In the field of culture, it cooperates for the promotion of the Cultural Diversity 
Convention and campaign for ratifications; promotion of the Intangible Heritage 
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Convention; and promotion of the International year for the Intercultural Dialogue 2010. 
It also cooperates with the UNESCO Institute for Statistics and with UNESCO Media 
Services and United Nations TV. ABU actively participated in UNESCO’s international 
conference on “Broadcast Media and Climate Change” (September 2009) and played a 
proactive role in elaboration and adoption of the Paris Declaration.  In 2011 EBU, 
jointly with ASBU URTI and France Télévisions, cooperated with UNESCO to organize 
in Paris an International Conference aimed to seek international support for Tunisian 
and Egyptian Broadcast Media and supported, with all the other Broadcasting Union, 
the initiative to launch and celebrate a World Radio Day.  
Furthermore, UNESCO has large cooperation with EBU in the framework of 
implementing the ERNO (Eurovision News Exchange for the South East Europe). 
Television News Exchange project during last years with financial support from the 
European Commission. EBU has offered their Eurovision satellite for the project free-
of-charge. 
In 2012 EBU aims to sign a MoU with UNESCO in order to streamline and give more 
efficiency to different actions and initiatives conducted in the fields of education, 
culture, communication and information. 

 
Associate status – No. 60  

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ARCHITECTS (IUA) 
UNION INTERNATIONALE DES ARCHITECTES (UIA) 

Established in: 1948 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1952 (reclassified in 1996) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Since 2004, the UNESCO World Heritage Centre has cooperated closely with IUA, 
particularly under the World Heritage Cities Programme. IUA was an active member of 
the working group that compiled the UNESCO recommendation on the historic urban 
landscape that was finalized by the UNESCO World Heritage Centre. Moreover, the 
President of IUA played an important role during the intergovernmental meeting 
(category II) held at UNESCO Headquarters in May 2011, which drafted the text of the 
UNESCO Recommendation on the Historic Urban Landscape, subsequently adopted 
by the UNESCO General Conference at its 36th session (2011). IUA could play a 
major role in implementing the Recommendation through its extensive worldwide 
network of members.  
UIA also participates in the external panel of evaluation for candidate cities of the 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network in the field of design. The panel is composed of 
international NGOs specialized in design in addition to the United Cities and Local 
Governments. Each organization is asked to designate an expert to undertake an 
online evaluation, which results are submitted to the Director-General for her decision. 
UIA has successfully fulfilled these cooperation commitments and contributed to the 
quality growth of the Network. 
Moreover, the “Intermediate cities” programme, which IUA is developing with 
UNESCO, has established a network of approximately 170 intermediate cities spread 
over each continent. In 2008, the UNESCO UdL-CIMES Chair (University of Lleida) 
was established under this programme, thus ensuring the transfer and sharing of 
characteristics that make intermediate cities one of the best development tools under 
the BASE-CIMES PLAN. This expertise in intermediate cities may be developed owing 
to exchanges between IUA-CIMES network universities and professionals and 
universities involved in the UNESCO UdL-CIMES Chair.  
Lastly, the Director-General and the President of IUA have expressed their wish to take 
further joint initiatives to train young architects in order to improve the management of 
historical towns and achieve more harmonious urban and architectural urban 
development. It is also recommended that UNESCO continue to collaborate with IUA 
under the Creative Cities Network. 
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Associate status – No. 61  

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF TECHNICAL ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS (UATI) 
UNION INTERNATIONALE DES ASSOCIATIONS ET ORGANISMES TECHNIQUES 

Established in: 1952, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters: Paris, France (its Secretariat is hosted by 
UNESCO) 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1961 (reclassified in 2009) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

UNESCO cooperates with UATI in the exchange of information and in partnerships 
bearing on the organization of workshops in the fields of competence of UNESCO. 
Recently, the Natural Sciences Sector has been in interaction with the UISF (Union 
Internationale des Ingénieurs et des Scientifiques utilisant la langue française) which is 
a member of UATI. The two parties have, in particular, cooperated in workshops 
organized by UATI on science and technology in Africa and on earthquake hazards in 
countries of the Mediterranean. 

 
Associate status – No. 62  

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE (IUCN) 
UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE (UICN) 

Established in: 1948, on UNESCO’s 
initiative 

Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland 

Previous status: Associate relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1962 (reclassified in 1997) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

In the field of culture, IUCN is an Advisory Body for natural heritage under the World 
Heritage Convention. In particular, IUCN is responsible for evaluating nominations of 
natural sites to the World Heritage List, monitoring the State of Conservation of natural 
sites and providing advice on natural heritage matters to the World Heritage Committee 
and the States Parties of the Convention. In this regard, the World Heritage Committee 
allocates funding from the World Heritage Fund to IUCN and the other advisory bodies 
in order to fulfil this statutory role.  
IUCN has a very close cooperation with the World Heritage Centre (WHC) as a result 
of its role as an advisory body to the Convention and therefore goes much beyond 
cooperation with other NGO. The World Heritage Centre and IUCN cooperate very 
closely in preparing the statutory meetings and documents to the Convention. Over the 
past decade, with the growth of the List, this joint body of work has increased 
substantially. In addition WHC and IUCN are increasingly cooperating closely on other 
projects related to the Convention but outside the statutory framework. As an example, 
WHC was very closely involved in the IUCN World Parks Congress in 2003 in Durban, 
where World Heritage was a cross cutting theme and in the two IUCN World 
Conservation Congresses in 2005 and 2008.Because of its statutory role and the other 
areas of cooperation, WHC is considering IUCN as one of its mayor strategic partners.  
Furthermore, UNESCO is currently collaborating with IUCN on issues of indigenous 
peoples and protected areas, further to a recommendation from the United Nations 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
In the field of natural sciences, UNESCO and IUCN contribute in mobilizing civil society 
and the scientific community (the latter in cooperation with ICSU) in support of the 
science-policy interface on biodiversity and ecosystem services. Planned cooperative 
work with IUCN in the current biennium includes the science basis and criteria to 
identify and manage biodiversity important areas in collaboration with IUCN’s Species 
Survival Commission and exploratory work on a possible ‘red list’ of endangered 
ecosystems. 
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Associate status – No. 63  

UNION RADIOPHONIQUE ET TELEVISUELLE INTERNATIONALE (URTI) 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND TELEVISION UNION (IRTU) 

Established in: 1949 Headquarters: Paris, France 

Previous status: Consultative relations 

Official relations with UNESCO: 1979 (reclassified in 2002) 

Cooperation with 
UNESCO: 

Owing to cooperation between URTI and UNESCO, in collaboration with CIRTEF, 
national television channels in West and Central Africa made documentaries on the 
preservation of the environment and ecosystems (these programmes are also on 
DVD). The “Village Nomade” (Niger) produced as part of the “Ecosystems and 
Environment” project won an award at the International Grand Prix for Documentaries 
at the Monte Carlo International Television Festival. Cooperation between UNESCO 
and URTI has also enabled members to share experience and skills through training 
courses and educational workshops held, in particular, for African producers and 
directors.  
URTI has developed its bank for exchanges among members involved in cultural and 
educational programmes, including the UNESCO documentaries, owing to its 
cooperation with UNESCO, whose audiovisual studios were placed at its disposal. A 
legal, technical and editorial audit was conducted in order to assess the value of the 
exchange catalogue, which comprises more than 3,000 documentaries, to which 
members automatically have access.  
Moreover, collaboration between URTI and UNESCO has contributed to the 
development of “ECT” (Exchanges, Co-productions, Transmissions), a particularly 
innovative and completely digitized Web platform for cooperation among international 
channels, through which all exchanges and major awards are organized. A heritage 
catalogue will be available for universities, researchers and museums.  
UNESCO is involved in the work of the governing bodies of URTI (including a 
permanent observer to the Executive Board) and the juries established for international 
awards (81 countries represented in 2011).  
URTI participated actively in the organization of, and follow-up to the UNESCO 
meeting, attended by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and France Télévisions, 
on the media in Tunisia and Egypt. 
Since 2008, broadcasters of 29 countries have joined URTI, which has greatly 
expanded its programme exchanges and cooperation activities. Its international 
reputation has been boosted considerably by the strengthening of its activities and 
partnerships established with regional audiovisual organizations (such as European 
Broadcasting Union (EBU), Arab States Broadcasting Union (ASBU), Asia-Pacific 
Institute for Broadcasting Development (AIBD), Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union 
(ABU),  Union Africaine de Radiodiffusion (UAR), International Council of Radio-
Television of French Expression (CIRTEF), Network of French-speaking African Public 
Audiovisual (RAPAF), Permanent Conference of the Mediterranean Audiovisual 
Operators (COPEAM), Mediterranean Center for Audiovisual Communication (CMCA) 
and Public Broadcasting International (PBI)) and international organizations (such as 
International Organisation of La Francophonie (IOF), International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) and United Nations) and, above all, UNESCO its historical partner.  
URTI has become a leader in awarding major international audiovisual prizes, thus 
promoting values upheld by UNESCO and excellence in audiovisual production.  
UNESCO stands to gain in particular from the new Web platform developed by URTI 
(in conjunction with the International Programme for the Development of 
Communication – IPDC) which is currently the unparalleled model of cooperation in 
radio and television (an agreement recently signed with the Arab States Broadcasting 
Union (ASBU) for broadcasters in the Arab world will be a model for other regions).  

 


	NGO PARTNERS ADMITTED TO ASSOCIATE STATUS

